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Instruments:

Player 1: tambourine, claves, hand clap, small jing cyms., finger cyms., 2 triangles (med., sm.)

Player 2: tambourine, claves, hand clap, large jing cyms., finger cyms., 1 triangle (lrg.)

Player 3: tambourine, claves, giant jing cyms., finger cyms, 1 triangle (lrg.)

Player 4: tambourine, claves, hand clap, medium jing cyms., finger cyms., 2 triangles (med., sm.)

Unless specifically indicated as damped (with an x notehead or the word "silence") all triangle, 

jing cymbal and finger cymbal notes should be allowed to ring after being struck.

In parts for claves and tambourine played with beaters, quarters, eighths, tied or dotted notes 

are used interchangeably as convenient to notation. No extra effort to sustain or shorten 

the duration is expected: absent any other markings, q, e, e. all produce the same sound.

Title and structure:

Earth and Venus orbit the sun at rates in a roughly 13:8 proportion to one another. Venus'

course through the heavens, as seen from Earth, describes this relationship: plotted as a circular design, 

it forms a pattern called the Rose of Venus—the inspiration for this piece. The music here features 

superimposed 8- and 13-beat patterns and durations, a cycle that on its own would restart every 

104 beats (or 54 bars of 2/4). Variations deliberately disturb this overall design, to acknowledge

the role of the imperfect human observer.
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